
MUMH 5030. ADVANCED ISSUES IN MUSIC RESEARCH 
THE LIFE AND WORKS OF WILLIAM BYRD 

(revised Aug. 25, 2015) 

Dr. Benjamin Brand; benjamin.brand@unt.edu 
Office Hours (MU-317): Tuesday/Thursday,  12:30-2:00pm or by appointment 

Class Meeting Time and Place 
Tuesday / Thursday, 9:30-10:50am, MU-293 

Pre-requisites 
Transcript and entrance exam deficiencies in music history satisfied; MUMH 5010 (or 
equivalent) or consent of instructor. 

Goals 
Students will develop their research and writing techniques through their exploration of a 
particular topic, namely the life and works of William Byrd. In so doing, they will explore a 
variety of issues applicable to the study of western music writ large, e.g. the relationship of 
music and biography, the critical editing of music, and the place of music in religious and secular 
domains of society. 

Grading and Due Dates 
Class Participation 10% 
Reading Responses  15% 
Critical Edition 20% September 17 
Analytical Essay (5-6 pages)  25% October 13 
Project Proposal (10-15 pages) 30% December 9 

Reading Responses 
Students will write between 200 and 300 words in response to selected readings and will submit 
these responses no later than 9:00pm in the evening before the class for which the reading is 
assigned. Each submission should present a reasoned critique of the reading, identifying at least 
one of its strengths or weaknesses and explaining why they are perceived as such. The prose 
should be polished and professional. Reading responses will be graded on a five-point scale. 

Attendance and participation 
Regular attendance and participation in class discussion is essential to success in this course. 
Absence from failure to participate in class will negatively effect the portion of your final grade 
dependent on “class participation.” Students who must miss class due to an illness, family 
emergency, or professional obligation may consult with the instructor ahead of time to discuss 
alternate ways in which they might receive credit for that day’s participation. 

Required Course Materials 
Purchase of the following materials, which are available at the campus bookstore, is required: 

Kerry McCarthy. Byrd. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013. 



Office of Disability Accommodation 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide 
you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion 
regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, 
however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the 
semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of 
accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 
implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability 
Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 
940.565.4323. 
 
Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress 
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial 
aid. Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully 
completing required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term. Students 
cannot exceed maximum timeframes established based on the published length of the graduate 
program. If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their 
financial aid eligibility. If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be 
advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future 
financial aid eligibility. Please visit http://financialaid.unt.edu/satisfactory-academic-progress-
requirements for more information about financial aid Satisfactory Academic Progress. It may be 
wise for you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student 
Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course being doing so. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Academic Integrity is defined in the UNT Policy on Student Standards for Academic Integrity. 
Any suspected case of Academic Dishonesty will be handled in accordance with the University 
Policy and procedures. Possible academic penalties range from a verbal or written admonition to 
a grade of “F” in the course. Further sanctions may apply to incidents involving major violations. 
You will find the policy and procedures at: http://vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm. 
 
Student Behavior in the Classroom 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students’ 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional 
forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the 
classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and 
Responsibilities to consider whether the student’s conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. 
The university’s expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including 
university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student 
Conduct can be found at: www.unt.edu/csrr. 
 
  



SCHEDULE OF TOPICS 
(subject to revision) 

 
 
Aug. 25    Introduction 
 
Aug. 27; Sept. 1   London and Westminster, 1540-62 
 
Sept. 3, 8, 10, 15   Lincoln, 1563-70 
 
Sept. 17, 22, 24, 29; Oct. 1, 6, 8 The Royal Chapel, 1570-95 
 
Oct. 13, 15, 20, 22   The Masses 
 
Oct. 27, 29; Nov. 3, 5   Gradualia 
 
Nov. 10, 17, 19   Consort Music 
 
Dec. 1, 3    Byrd’s Reception 
 
In addition to these regularly scheduled meetings, we will be attending the service at the 
Episcopal Church of the Incarnation at 11:15am on 20 September 2015 to hear the choir of 
Trinity College, Cambridge sing Byrd’s Mass for four voices.  


